The Chairman's Spccch.
The Hon. Arthur Stanley (who on rising was greeted with applause) said : Ladies and Gentlemen,?They say there is nothing like beginning as you mean to go on, and we will therefore begin by being frankly out of order. (Laughter.) We have got a friend here to-day, Mr. Cosmo Bonsor, who has probably done more for nurses and nursing than anyone else. He has a boy going off to the Front, and is obliged to go early; but before he does go I would like to ask him to give one word of blessing? I hope it is going to be blessing?to our scheme.
Mr. Cosmo Bonsor : Mr. Stanley, it is a very great compliment, I can assure you, which you have paid me, and, ladies and gentlemen, I cannot resist an invitation of that description. It is perfectly true that for five-andthirty years I have had the honour of being a Governor of Guy's Hospital, and As regards the shortness of notice given, Mr. Deacon, it appears, was away from home. Well, that was not our fault. We certainly did not give a very long notice, but it is very essential that we should get ahead with this work as soon as possible. After all, it has been waiting twenty-five years. And there is this much to be said : that if we do not get this properly organised and started before the end of the war I do not think we shall ever do it at all. There will be a large body of people coming back after the war, a large body of nurses, who will require help of various kinds. If they come back and find a properly organised Association it will be of the utmost value to them.
There is also the other question that there will be a large body of partly trained people who will come back, some of whom may compete with the nurses.
In my opinion it is most essential that we should get ahead with this matter as soon as possible, but I promise that in future we will give as long notice as we can.
The Election of the Consultative Board.
There is another point?namely, the method by which the Consultative Board is to be elected. 
